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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 5208 Ylenwcod Road
OF THE Bethesda, Maryland
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  O¢tober 20, 1948
4-58 p1/1

Dear Nangy,

While we were in Caracas we usad to carry on a fitful corres-
pondence with a very nice gentlemsn 1n Washington who had only one
_vice:; he persisted in answering all our letters the very minute he
~> pegeived them, if not a little before hand.Now this 1s all very wéll
—~/ and good, but can be carried too far, and I maintain that he carried
it too far, for no sooner had we heaved a Bigh, folded up the type=-
writer and sald "fhere, I ve finally answered thet old letter of
X's thet's been hanging aTound so long"- than plopl- the snswer to
our answer to his letter had arrived, and there we were agaln, owing
him a letter! It is not my intention to follow down the primrose
path whieh X indicated, but I did so enjoy hearing from you this
afternoon that I felt compelled to drag the typewriter out fram among
the brooms, mops, dustmops, overcoats, snowsulis, dust cloths, clothe
baskets, obershoes, and unbrellas in the utility closet. I trust you
will treat this letter as it deserves, and not answer it for months
if at gll.

_ A8 for amoebas, some of the Besi People get them; as your
case proves. Fate hasn't yet sent us amoebas, and we are blding our
time with remarkable patience, but I'm sure I must have told you
that we both contracted scabies, or the Seven Year Itch, from a
highly respectable vice consul in Lagos. I take a perverse and maso-
chistic pleasure in telling people about it, 80 I'm sure I must have
told you. We only have two more years to run now, and we'll be interw
ested to find out whether they really do cease on schedule. I was
luckier than William, and onl ot short-term scabiles. A year, and
I was all over it. He 1s stil inding them now and then, with, as
I said, two more years to go. VWe re.d in Time that 1t has been gqulte
definitely proved that scablies is aided and abetted,if not dovnmright
gaused, by lack of soap. I thought £ writing a letter to the edlitor
of Time, but reconsidered after recalling that such a move would not
tend Lo enmhance the dignity of the Forelgn Service nor of the Depart-
ment itself.

Things are going a little easlier now. I even have some tlme
to read. And wonder of wonders, I made myself two dust ruffles to
put under the matresses of our beds. Laurence John lmmed ately guessed
theilr purpose as soon as he saw them: "They are to keep the sguirrels
out from under your bed, aren't they mamma?" Laurence John is adapiigg
~odinself fairly well to the lack of attention resultant from 1ife in
<—£he United Statesy and the cold weather is making his cheeks appley.
William is happy in his new job, and dearly loves Shelly Mills, who
is certainly worthy of affection. In my oplnion they are both as kind
as they can be (I mean William and Shelly) so they can't fall to get
along splendidly together. I am finding that i 1s possible to do the
work which I formerly thought was properly the work of at lieast three
women. The glant monster, life in the U.S., has turned out to be not
quite so huge nor so formidable as I thought, and in any cas it's all
making me feel so smug and viprtuous that I must be » ® thing of a
trial to live with. Have a nice trip to Texas, and give my best regards
to your delightful sister. G SR
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